
HIST 242: America in the Era of Slavery 
This introductory course asks students to evaluate the centrality of slavery to the history of the United States. We examine how 
the enslavement of Africans and the conquest of the continent affected the development of capitalism, governments, and 
cultures in the US. Developing these themes entails comparisons across places and time periods. The course identifies a nascent 
global system, comparing the US with selected locations in South America, West Africa, and the Caribbean. Students make 
comparisons of the past and the present, seeking to understand how the era of slavery constructed race formations and other 
legacies for the contemporary world. Throughout, students gain an introductory narrative of American economic and political 
history and acquire an introduction to empirical methods, critical theory, and current scholarship. 

Units: Units: 3 
Program: Program: History 
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