
HUM 250: Historical Foundations of Western 
Education 
The course examines the historical development of educational thought and practice in the West from the early Greeks to the 
present, focusing on the theme of humanism – its interpretation by the early Greeks, its reformulation in the Christian era, its 
eclipse and later revival during the Renaissance and its tenuous existence in the age of the modern and pre-modern state 
(1600-1900). Students will read from the works of such writers as Plato, Dante, Pico Della Mirandola, Erasmus, Vico, Comenius, 
Pestalozzi, Montessori, and Rousseau. 

Units: Units: 3 
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