
HUM 313W/WRIT 313: Experimental Critical 
Writing 
Experimental critical writing is a slippery genre that challenges and breaks down traditional genre distinctions, sidestepping and/
or transforming conventional expository protocols. A hybrid form, experimental critical writing challenges disciplinary boundaries 
and borrows, as it pleases, from various genres – personal essay, historical writing, memoir, non-fiction, drama, diary, 
autobiography, fiction, reportage, poetry, rant, and manifesto. Exceeding genre and discipline boundaries, experimental critical 
writing produces new epistemologies not possible within forms bound by conventional constraints. This course will uncover 
some of the rhetorical possibilities traveling under the name “experimental critical writing;” explore emergent “alternative” 
theoretical and methodological frameworks related to the production of knowledge; blur the boundaries between disciplines, 
genres, the academic and non-academic; and consider what it means to produce new knowledge as a socially and ethically 
responsible global citizen. 

This course satisfies the advanced writing skills course requirement. 

Units: Units: 3 
Prerequisites: Prerequisites: 
WRIT 101 
Program: Program: Humanities 
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