
LIT 140: Introduction to Literary Studies 
This is an introduction to literary genres and to the art of critical reading. The course will survey important examples of lyric 
poetry, short narratives, essays, novels, and drama. The main objective is to help students gain confidence and insight as they 
read difficult literary masterpieces, such as Shakespeare’s Hamlet, as well as help in grappling with the intense poetic strategies 
of poets such as John Keats and W. B. Yeats. The course will survey a variety of critical approaches to literary texts and it will 
also focus on the student’s growth as a critical writer. Lit 140 serves as a prerequisite for higher courses in literature. 

Units: Units: 3 
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