
LIT 211: Classical Asian Literature 
This course will survey the major works, genres, and themes of Chinese and Japanese pre-modern literature, focusing on 
literature of the Tang/Song dynasties and the Nara/Heian eras (c. 700-1200 AD). Students will study the works of individual poets 
and essayists, their contributions to the classic anthologies, and excerpts from the major novels and prose narratives of the 
premodern age. The course will also examine foundational critical theories within Asian literature, such as the genesis of poetry, 
the relationship between images and ideographic meaning, and the roles of fiction and diaries within society. 

Units: Units: 3 
Prerequisites: Prerequisites: 
LIT 140, or sophomore standing. 
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