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LIT 302: Shakespeare

Shakespeare is the greatest dramatist of all times. Most recently the sixteenth-century bard has been a great scriptwriter for
Kenneth Branagh and Hollywood. This course focuses on a close reading of selected tragedies and comedies. Attention will be
paid to the specificity of the English language of the period in order to facilitate reading. Due attention will also be paid to action,
character as well as to the heft and swing of the meter and rhyme. The goal of the course is to help students understand the
reasons for Shakespeare’s unparalleled success by locating the remarkable achievement of his literary career in the context of
the theatrical, literary, social, and political world in which he worked.

Units: 3
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