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LIT 341: The Novel

In the 21st century the novel continues to thrive as a literary genre nourished by a long and rich history with sustained cross-
cultural significance. What factors contribute to the resilience of this literary form? How has the novel become synonymous with
modernity itself? What, if any inter-textual dialogue among writers and books may be discerned? This course examines the
phenomenon of the novel by evoking these trajectories: its emergence, its ongoing diversification and its global dispersion and
reinventions. From year to year the course will stress readings drawn from Anglo-American, European, Post-Colonial and/or
Asian spheres. Traditional categories (realism, modernism, postmodernism will be supplemented by local variations and re-
orientions Alongside such authors as Dickens, Sterne, Austen, Stendhal, Dostoevsky, Flaubert, Conrad, Joyce, Nabokov, Beckett,
Pynchon, Cormac McCarthy, Natsume Soseki, Mo Yan, and others, theoretical texts will frame the novel’s significance in the
context of cultural production and the formation as well as erosion of historical consciousness: George Lukacs, Bakhtin,
Auerbach, lan Watt, Raymond Williams, Edward Said, Fredric Jameson, Eto Jun et al.

Units: 3
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