
LIT 480: Critical Theory 
This course begins with a brief survey of the history of the main theories of reading as they emerged in the West with Plato and 
Aristotle. The goal of the course is to help students understand and familiarize themselves with a body of texts written about the 
role and function of literature within the disciplines. The course includes an examination of the relationship between primary and 
critical texts in light of movements that took shape in the twentieth century such as Formalism, Structuralism, Post-Structuralism, 
and Cultural Studies. The aim of the course is to equip students with the necessary tools to become sophisticated and demanding 
readers and to sharpen their critical judgment whether or not they intend to pursue graduate studies in the Humanities. 

Units: Units: 3 
Prerequisites: Prerequisites: 
LIT 140/LIT 155 and Instructor consent. 
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