
INTS 404/ANTH 404: Violence and Oppression 
in Latin America 
The goal of this class is to understand the particular forms of violence that exist in Latin America, the causes of these forms of 
violence, and how they are connected to particular local and national histories, cultural ideologies, and social structures. It is 
also the goal of this class to understand the meaning of violence: that is, how do people in Latin America make sense of the 
violence around them? How do they justify and/or condemn it? How is violence sometimes used as a way to make meaning, to 
protest inequality and impunity, and to assert subjectivity? The course will be based primarily on ethnographic case studies of 
different forms of violence (structural, institutional, state-sponsored, intra-familial, vigilante, armed resistance, etc.) that look at 
its socio-economic-political context but also its cultural meaning to the perpetrators, victims, and bystanders. The rationale of the 
course is that it is by understanding the meaning of violence, the context within which it is carried out, and its cultural logic, that 
we are best equipped to begin to address it. 

Units: Units: 3 
Prerequisites: Prerequisites: 
ANTH 100 or INTS 130 or INTS 210 or instructor consent. 
Program: Program: AnthropologyLatin AmericaInternational Relations, Peace and Conflict Resolution 
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