
ANTH 380/HIST 380: Cultures of Learning 
In this course we examine “education” by looking beyond the typical setting of the school. Instead, we will consider education in 
the context of learning and culture. As scholars in history and anthropology have shown during recent decades, learning can be 
found in classrooms, families, churches, and public places. Learning can be thought of broadly as the process by which people 
acquire knowledge, attitudes, values, and skills. We will study the past as a deeply constitutive force in the present. Historians 
call this approach cultural history, anthropologists call it historical ethnography. Specific topics will include prominent and 
influential theories of pedagogy and learning, as well as the historical and cultural dynamics of race and ethnicity in learning. 
Throughout the course, we will keep the long history of education reform in mind – including contemporary initiatives. The course 
is modeled as an intensive reading and writing seminar in which students will be expected to complete an original research 
paper testing or applying principles discussed in class. 
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