
ECON 320: Public Economics 
This course is an introduction to the design and implementation of public finance in high-income countries as well as in 
developing economies. Topics include the role and size of the public sector, rationale for public sector interventions (such as 
market failure and distributional concerns), issues of tax compliance and enforcement, tax reform, public expenditure policy 
(such as social protection programs), fiscal balance and deficit financing, fiscal decentralization and intergovernmental fiscal 
relations. Students will apply these theories in order to critically evaluate current policy issues in areas of education, health care, 
environment, and welfare reform. 

Units: Units: 3 
Prerequisites: Prerequisites: 
ECON 100/INTS 100. 
Program: Program: Economics 
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