
ENVST 230/LIT 230: Thinking Through Nature 
From Heraclitus on, the concept of nature has proven to be unique in its ability to expand imagination, stimulate thought, and 
articulate disagreement. This class will place major texts in the traditions of natural philosophy, pastoral, and cultural critique 
alongside contemporary interventions, including arguments for the ecology without nature. Our goal is to rethink nature in 
response to the technological mastery of all life made possible by the advancement of science. The texts to be studied include 
Aristotle, Pliny the Elder, Lucretius, Virgil, Rousseau, Diderot, Thoreau, Darwin, Dennett and Will Self. 

Units: Units: 3 
Prerequisites: Prerequisites: 
LIT 140, or sophomore standing. 
Program: Program: Environmental Studies Concentration 
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