
INTS 313/ANTH 313: Latin American Migration 
to the US 
This course is about the way that Latin American immigration to the US, and often their return back to Latin America, affects the 
communities, families, racial identities, and even sex lives of both immigrants and the people they leave behind. The course will 
draw on readings primarily from Anthropologists and Sociologists who see immigration, not as a linear process of arrival and 
eventual integration, but as a transnational process of the movement of people, money, culture, and politics back and forth 
across borders in complex ways that affect both the US and Latin America. Thus, while the course will cover the overall historical 
trends of Latino immigration to the US, changing demographics, the effects of US immigration laws on immigrants and their 
families, and the overall economic and political trends in Latin America that explain why people migrate, the real focus of the 
course is on the effects of these overall trends on communities and families in both the US and Latin America as illustrated 
through ethnographically rich case studies based on participant observation with migrants, return migrants, and members of the 
sending communities. 

Units: Units: 3 
Program: Program: AnthropologyLatin America 
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