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The study of American trade politics occupies a special place in the history of political science and policy studies. It has
contributed to new insights into the role of economic groups in American politics, the creative and often independent role of state
and public officials in the national policy process and the impact of international structures and processes on domestic politics
and policymaking. This course examines the formation of American trade policy since World War I, when the United States
assumed the mantle of global leadership and embarked on a world historic project designed to create an open international
trading system. Organized around an exploration of state-society relationships at the intersection of international and domestic
economies, the course seeks to answer an interrelated set of questions: who defines America’s national trade interest; under
what conditions do they define it; and where does their power come from?
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1 2024-25 Catalog | Last Updated 09/16/2024


https://catalog.soka.edu/political-science
https://catalog.soka.edu/international-economics-trade-and-development

	INTS 360/POLISCI 360: American Trade Politics and Policy

