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LIT 263: African-American Literature

This course is designed to provide an introduction to the study of the literature produced by African-American writers in the
social, historical, and political context of the United States. But we are also aware that the designation “African-American” might
refer, as well, to peoples of African descent in various parts of the New World complex, from Canada to the southern tip of the
United States, from Florida to the Yucatan, and from Cuba and the Caribbean across Central and South America. This course is
devoted to an examination of writing and its creative product across the genres of fiction, poetry, and social critique from roughly
the middle of the nineteenth century to the early twenty-first.

Units: 3
Program: Literature
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