
Global and Thematic Issues 

Global and Thematic Issues Classes 

INTS 381: Political Islam 
The course provides a multidisciplinary glimpse into the various ways that Islam manifests itself politically around the 
world. Part One looks to the faith – the scripture and organization of Islam. Part Two looks to the rise of Islamic 
politics in the post-colonial world. Then, the course will shift to discuss five manifestations which speak to the Janus-
faced, conservative and progressive nature of Political Islam: violence, simmering wars, Sharia Law, social justice, 
and human rights. The course concludes by considering democracy in the ongoing evolution of Political Islam. The 
primary objective of this course is to help students understand the fragmented, even contradictory nature of Political 
Islam. Even terms such as jihad or sharia contain diverse messages, from demanding violence or promoting 
education. Students are expected to overcome images of Islam as monolithic, and instead to look to Islam as a living 
religion, one struggling with the same social issues facing all other world faiths. 

Units: 3 
Prerequisites: 
Sophomore standing or instructor consent. 
Program: Latin America 

Global and Thematic Issues 

INTS 382: Political Buddhism 
This course seeks to unravel the Janus-faced nature of Political Buddhism. It provides a multidisciplinary glimpse 
into the ways that Buddhism manifests itself politically around the world. Part One looks to the faith – the beliefs, 
scripture and organization of Buddhism. Part Two looks to the rise of Buddhist politics in the post-colonial world. Part 
Three, the heart of the course, looks at key themes in Political Buddhism, such as democracy, war, gender, and other 
political issues. This course is more about the intersections between faith and politics more than it is about the faith 
in and of itself. Students are expected to overcome images of Buddhism as monolithic and as necessarily peaceful, 
even if it does contain a great wealth of peaceful, non-violent teachings. Buddhism is a living religion, one struggling 
with the same social issues facing all world faiths. 

Units: 3 
Program: Latin America 

Global and Thematic Issues 

INTS 410: Plagues and Peoples 
Through lectures, discussion, student presentations, and other pedagogies, this class aims to achieve four primary 
objectives: 1) To explore the role that disease and medicine played in important historical events; 2) to study the 
social, institutional and cultural dimensions of disease, ailments and medicine in today’s global societies; 3) to 
become familiar with some of the basic mechanics of epidemic diseases, such as smallpox, influenza, yellow fever, 
cholera, bubonic plague, syphilis and AIDS; 4) and to understand how some of the most important policy debates in 
international studies take (or should take) infectious diseases into consideration. Western (bio)medicine is 
emphasized, but Eastern traditions and alternative medicine are not excluded. Students interested in careers in 
medicine, public health, and global health policy may consider this class. 

Units: 3 
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Prerequisites: 
Sophomore standing. 
Program: Global and Thematic Issues 
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